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Survey of Commodores Uncovers Clubs Needs

In January of 2023, the
LMY A conducted a sur-
vey of our commodores to
determine what their
needs and opinions were
about topics of interest to
yacht clubs around the
lake. Fourteen commo-
dores registered their
opinions on how the
LMY A might be of assis-
tance to them this year in
areas of interest.

There were seven ques-
tions on the survey and
here are the questions and
the responses received.
Most of the respondents
were commodores, alt-
hough a few were other
officers such as secretar-
ies, treasurers, or vice-
commodores.

Special points of interest:

e  Survey of Commodores
e New Burgee now available

e  Milwaukee breakwater to be
repaired this year

° LMYA founded at Racine
Yacht Club

e Dogan’s report on wind tur-
bines and wave walkers

e Charity boat rides in lllinois

1. Are you interested in
knowing when other
clubs in your area are
having social events
which might be of inter-
est to your members?
The responders unani-
mously answered Yes to
this question.

2. Are there any inter-
club competitions which
are held at your club or
others near you that
could bring more boat-
ers to your location?
The largest majority re-
sponded that poker runs
would be helpful, while
some others voted for
boat shows or other con-
tests—i.e. fishing, sailing,
or derbies.

3. Are there any areas
where we could secure
highly qualified speak-
ers to bring you tips to
help your business run
more smoothly?

Half of the respondents
preferred to hear from
speakers on local or fed-
eral grants. Many also
were interested in hearing
about harbor safety issues
or tax laws.

4. Do you have any
safety issues locally
that we can help ad-
dress to protect your
boaters and guests?
A few of the responses
referred to harbor safe-
ty problems or finding
ways to educate the
poorly educated boaters
on boating etiquette or
observing and enforc-
ing no wake areas.

5. What are your envi-
ronmental concerns
for Lake Michigan?
Ten of the responders
were most concerned
with controlling and
monitoring invasive
species. Many also cit-
ed industrial waste pol-
lution and wastewater
treatment plants.

6. Do you have con-
cerns about surround-
ing tributary rivers?
The answers were simi-
lar to question 5. The
largest number were
concerned with inva-
sive species, followed
by wastewater treat-
ment plant overflows
and industrial waste
pollution.

7. What are your sugges-
tions for improving the
LMYA website,
LMYA.net?

Most felt the website was
fine as it is and found it
easy to use.

The LMY A will focus our
efforts in 2023 to make
changes to help meet the
needs of our clubs:

1. We will look for speak-
ers who can present infor-
mation to our member
clubs on topics such as
finding grant money for
clubs. One grant that is
available from the federal
government is for in-
stalling pump out equip-
ment.

2. We see that there is a
need for better training
courses for pontoon boat-
ers which have a problem
with accidents on the wa-
ters. Written courses have
not helped to avoid acci-
dents.

3. We will add links to the
LMY A website to recent arti-

cles on invasive species
which threaten the great lakes
and tributary rivers.
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New Burgees for LMYA are Now Available

New burgees have been produced for the LMY A and will soon be available for purchase. The design fol-
lows our most recent logo which came into use several years ago replacing the older rope and knot de-
sign. It includes the wording Lake Michigan Yachting Association around our boating design in a bold
blue color. The burgees may soon be purchased by going to the LMY A website LMY A.net and using the
Burgee Order Form. Here is the new design. The price for a burgee will be $25, which includes shipping.

Milwaukee Breakwater to be Repaired this year

We have just learned that
Milwaukee County has
just received a 2.4 million
dollar grant to repair and
rebuild the Milwaukee
breakwater. Contracts
have been signed and con-
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struction is to begin in
just 2 weeks. This repair
work has been desperate-
ly needed to keep boats
from being damaged by
storm surge waves com-
ing through gaps in the
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wall directly in front of the
dockage of South Shore
Yacht Club. The gaps were
created by the major storm
in January 2021 and many
boaters were forced to
move to other marinas to
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reduce the risk of dam-
age to their boats. It’s
great news for SSYC,
which has been trying
for years to get break-
water repairs to fill the

gaps.
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Lake Michigan Yachting Association and the Racine Yacht Club

In 1894, five yacht clubs came to-
gether at the Racine Yacht Club to
start an organization which could
govern sailing races on Lake Mich-
igan. That was the start of the
LMYA,. There were other ties to
Racine Yacht Club as several rac-
ing regattas were held there by
LMY A over the years.

Racine’s club was officially char-
tered in 1916 with a formal club
house and elected officers. They
are celebrating their 107th anniver-
sary this year. Many of Racine’s
members have held offices in the
LMYA.

The document to the right comes
from the LMY A Blue Book and is
the record of the formation of
LMYA in 1894.

Tom Dogan Reports on Wind
Turbines and Wave Machines

Tom has reported from his meet-
ings with the NBSAC (National
Boating Safety Advisory Council)
in Washington DC that he has been
working on a committee which is
discussing the safety issues from
Wind Turbines being installed on . . . . .
the oceans and lakef Boaters must LMYA to help sponsor charity boat rides in lllinois.
be able to navigate around these
huge structures which don’t show
up well on radar units. Another
type of energy production machine
is a wave walker which draws en-
ergy by creating wave movements.
He predicts both of them will
eventually be on the great lakes.

LMY A will be a contributor to a charity boat ride event in
Illinois this August. This event known as Phalen Fest began
five years ago by taking a group of veterans out for a ride on
the Kankakee. It has grown annually to six pontoon boats
and a party with bands to honor of our service veterans.

We feel this is a well deserved way to salute the veterans
who have given so much to defend our country.
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