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Wake Boats Studies Confirm Damage Potential

Two scientific studies of regular boats vs. wake boats have quantified the impact of various
boat types on lake beds and marine vegetation. One study in Wisconsin was conducted on
Lake Beulah in East Troy. The other study in Minnesota took place on Lake Minnetonka.
Wake-enhanced boating is a new and interestingly popular form of water sport. It involves use
of a power vessel equipped with water filled ballast tanks to increase its displacement and cre-
ate large waves for surfers or tubers to ride. These waves are often 3 feet high allowing the
surfer to follow the boat without a tow rope.

In the Wisconsin study, Terra Vigilis Environmental Services studied conditions on Lake
Beulah where as many as 40 wake boats were using the lake on summer days causing shore-
line erosion, disappearing weed beds, and the potential for transferring invasive species
through ballast water discharges.

The study had three phases, and used submersible drones, cameras, sensors, and scuba di-
vers. Ski boats, pontoon boats, and jet boats were also tested. There are rules in some states
that require wake-enhanced boats to stay at least 200 feet from shore, but there are no rules
in place in Wisconsin. The recommendations from the study are that wake boats in surf mode
must operate 500 feet or more from the shoreline which produces the same waves as a tradi-
tional boat on plane 200 feet from shore. Wake boats disturb the bottom to depths of 25 feet.
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Wake Boat Studies—Continued

In the Minnesota study, seven different boat types were tested ranging from deck boats to
bowriders to wake boats. The research study measured bow and stern pressure waves,
transverse waves, and propeller wash using bottom mounted acoustic-based velocity sen-
sors at four water depths (9,14,16, & 27 feet). They also collected water quality samples,
used underwater and aerial videos, and took lakebed sediment samples.

Their findings were that bow and stern pressure waves are the primary cause of lifting
sediments from the lake bottoms. Much of that depends on the mode of travel, e.g., plan-
ning, slow cruising, or wake producing. When wake producing, boats should operate in at
least 20 feet of depth of water, and avoid areas of the lake which have significant aquatic
vegetation.

Cruising Cards Sunset Season

The LMYA Cruising Card is finally reaching the end of its long career as an incentive to
boaters who are sustaining members of LM YA to go cruise on the lakes. With changing pat-
terns of boatmg activity, we have found that the Cruising Cards are not being used as much
as we saw in prior seasons, and the number of sponsors has declined as well.

As a result, the Cruising Cards will be distributed one more time this year and then the pro-
gram will end at the end of this summer. All sponsors will be recognized for their participa-
tion in a special article in the Spreader at the end of this summer. If you use your cards to
explore the lake this year and stop to take advantage of an incentive offer, be sure to thank
the sponsor for their participation in the program and visit them again in the future.

Issues We are Following: Brandon Road Held Up

The Brandon Road Interbasin Project has come to a halt. An administrative audit is holding
up the money. The job site looks abandoned. (See pictures on next page.)

Four US Senators and two governors sent a letter requesting release of the funds necessary to
continue the construction of the lock designed to prevent invasive carp fish from gaining ac-
cess to the Great Lakes. These funds were already authorized by Congress.

“We write to express concern over the administrative review and pause of the Brandon Road
Interbasin Project (BRIP). Moving this project forward is critical to protecting the Great
Lakes from invasive carp. It has been thoroughly reviewed by Congress, the Army Corps of
Engineers, and local partners, and its funding has been authorized and approved by Congress.
The current review could cause delays that put the Great Lakes ecosystem and fishing indus-
try at risk,” the senators wrote.
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Brandon Road Last summer

Brandon Road Project Stalled in Fall

$225 million of congressionally approved funding for BRIP from 2022, and another $47
million approved in 2023 are currently on hold for administrative review.

President Donald Trump expressed support for the project in May of 2025, issuing a mem-
orandum in support of preventing the spread of invasive carp.
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Honoring the Memory of the Crew of the Edmund Fitzgerald

On the 10th of November, 2025, hundreds of people gathered at the Cooperage in Milwaukee honor the
memory of the Edmund Fitzgerald and her crew which sunk in a massive storm on Lake Superior 50 years
ago. The event was held to ring 29 bells to commemorate that day and honor the crew. The sponsors were
the International Ship Masters Association (Lodge 6) and the Wisconsin Marine Historical Society. They
had hoped to draw a crowd of up to 200 people to come hear the tolling of the bell 29 times to recognize
the members of that crew. The crowd exceeded their expectations by at least twice the planned number.
The ship’s bell used was rung 29 times

as each man’s name was called. Sally

and Jim Mergener of the LMY A board

attended representing the LMYA.

The Edmund Fitzgerald was commis-

sioned by the Northwestern Mutual In-

surance company of Milwaukee and

built by Great Lakes Engineering Works

of Detroit. She was the Queen of the

lake, the largest ship the great lakes had

seen up to that point. Her size was 729

feet long by 75 feet wide, and her three

cargo holds could handle more cargo than any ship of the times. She was deliberately made one foot short-
er than the MacArthur locks at Sault Ste Marie in case they ever wanted to take her out the St. Lawrence to
the Atlantic Ocean. She was the best of the class of over 300 lake freighters on the great lakes, built for
safety, speed, and luxury. She could carry 21 thousand long tons (2,240 pounds each) of Taconite pellets
from the docks of Lake Superior to the steel mills of Michigan and Ohio. She set records every year for the
most ore carried per season and the largest loads ever carried through the Soo Locks. She also had two VIP
suites where special guests of the Columbia Line or Northwestern Mutual could take a three day cruise and
enjoy grand views, excellent white glove service, and the finest meals served on the lakes.

Her loss on the lake was the culmination of several design flaws and the most powerful storm ever to hit
Lake Superior in the month of November, 1975. A massive storm from the north hit the same part of the
lake as an even bigger storm swept up from the southwest creating enormous 25 to 35 foot waves just as
the Fitzgerald made her final turn to head south toward Whitefish Bay. The cargo holds were overloaded,
and several engineering flaws took their toll as she broke apart in the huge waves and sank to the bottom.
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new book, The Gales Of November, by

P.O. Box 631 Secretary: Jim Mergener
John Bacon.

Germantown, WI Treasurer: Sally Mergener

Judge Advocate: Thomas Dogan
53022

Page 4



